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Introduction: Why Strengthspan  

Everywhere you turn, “longevity experts” are preaching walking, salads, sunlight, and sleep. 
Nothing wrong with that but for those of us who grew up under a barbell, on the mats, or 
pounding through the trails, that version of longevity feels incomplete.  

I call my approach Strengthspan. It’s the overlap of performance and longevity. It’s for the 
meatheads, grapplers, lifters, and competitors who don’t just want to last longer, but want to last 
stronger. We’re not past our prime. The game has changed.  

What follows are the 5 Laws of Strengthspan; the principles I’ve seen work across decades of 
training athletes, aging lifters, and myself now that I’m on the other side of 50. If you want to 
keep kicking ass while building health that lasts, this is your blueprint.  

 
“Do not go gentle into that good night,  

Old age should burn and rave at close of day;  
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.”  

— Dylan Thomas, 1951 



Law 1: Strength is the Foundation  

Strength is the master quality. Lose strength, and every other capacity; mobility, endurance, 
power, resilience fades faster. Build strength, and you build a buffer against decline.  

That doesn’t mean chasing reckless maxes every week. It means keeping the big lifts, the 
loaded carries, the pushing, pulling, squatting, and hinging in your training. If you can still pick 
heavy things up, get up off the floor, and move with force, you’re not just surviving; you’re living 
strong.  

Checklist:  

● Train full-body strength 2–4 times a week  

● Anchor your training with big compound lifts  

● Track progress, but think in months and years, not just weeks  

 
My good friend, and fellow herbivore, Mike Mahler not only epitomizes strength, vitality, and “Living Life 

Aggressively” after 50-but proves plants provide all the fuel needed to build and maintain mass and strength. His 
recent lifts include 135lb x 4 dumbbell incline bench press, 495lb x 4 deadlift, 608lb x 8 belt squat, and a solid set of 
8 pull-ups with an additional 45lbs attached to a belt! Want to age gracefully like Mike? Eat plants & lift iron… Heavy 

iron! 



Law 2: Train Hard, Train Smart  

Intensity is fuel, but at this stage it has to be smart fuel. You don’t need to grind out true max 
singles to keep progressing. What you need is a mix of submaximal work, controlled heavy lifts, 
and periods of deload or variation.  

Think in terms of effort, not ego. Push hard enough to adapt, but not so hard you break. 
Strengthspan means you can train today and tomorrow and next year.  

Checklist:  

● Learn to autoregulate your training to stay at 90% year round  

● Focus on perfect reps over sloppy grinders  

● Rotate special exercises or rep ranges to avoid burnout  

 
My good friend and training partner Jim smashing a 335 lb bench press in training. At nearly 64 years 

young he is getting ready for his next powerlifting meet! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Law 3: Recovery is Training  

At 25, you can skip sleep, devour fast food, and still hit PRs. At 50+, recovery is no longer 
optional; it’s the multiplier.  

Sleep, nutrition, stress management, mobility, and even walking aren’t “extras.” They’re training 
considerations just as critical as squats and deadlifts. The lifter who recovers better, lasts 
longer.  

Checklist:  

● Prioritize 7–9 hours of real sleep  

● Eat enough calories from whole foods to recover fully  

● Use mobility, stretching, or breathwork to restore joints and nervous system 

 

Moving meditation. Surf skating is one of my favorite forms of restoration-breathwork, coordination, and 
flow all in one! 

 



Law 4: Adapt, Don’t Stagnate  

Louie Simmons said it best: “Weak things break.” But he also lived by constantly changing the 
training stimulus. If you can’t bench heavy, floor press. If your knees hate squats, box squat or 
belt squat. If rolling six rounds gasses you, start with two and build back up.  

Get strong and stay strong. Your training will need to change; but the mission never does.  

Checklist:  

● Find variations that keep you training around injuries  

● Adjust volume and intensity to fit your life season  

● Never stop training, just keep evolving it  

 
My good friend Erik started running later in life and in his 50s is still running races from 5k to Ultra 

Marathons. Recently he decided to ditch the running shoes altogether and go barefoot for a few half 
marathons! 

 
 
 
 
 



Law 5: Dangerous Longevity  

Strengthspan isn’t about aging “safely.” It’s about aging dangerously. It’s about being the 
70-year-old still smashing heavy weight, still rolling on the mats, still sprinting, still throwing 
down when life calls for it.  

Longevity without strength is maintenance mode. Strength without longevity is burnout. 
Strengthspan is both; living longer and living stronger.  

Checklist:  

● Train for performance, not just prevention  

● Set goals that scare you a little  

● Stay capable: lift, sprint, roll, fight, play  

 
My good friend Sean Daugherty; UFC veteran, grappling coach, fitness entrepreneur, and fellow member 
of the 50+ club, spends his time creating new training tools and methods to help high mileage individuals 

continue kicking ass into their later years. 
 
 
 



Closing: Your Next Step  

Strengthspan is about rejecting the soft version of aging. It’s about embracing the next decades 
with grit, muscle, and intent. We don’t just want to add years; we want to make those years 
sharp, strong, and worth living.  

Now you’ve got the 5 Laws. Pin them up, check yourself against them, and build your own 
Strengthspan.  

If you want deeper guidance; programming, coaching, and a community of lifters and fighters 
on the same path; join my online coaching club. That’s where we take these Laws and turn 
them into training, results, and a lifestyle that lasts.  

 
At 50-not as strong as I used to be-but still make sure to get my daily dose of iron! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Strengthspan: 5 Laws for Strength & Longevity  

Print this page and keep it where you train.  

Law 1: Strength is the Foundation  

● Train full-body strength 2–4x/week  

● Anchor with compound lifts (squat, deadlift, press, pull, carry)  

● Think in months and years, not weeks  

Law 2: Train Hard, Train Smart  

● Autoregulate your training, stay at 90% year round  

● Perfect reps > sloppy grinders  

● Rotate special strengths exercises/rep ranges to prevent adaptation 

Law 3: Recovery is Training  

● Sleep 7–9 hours every night  

● Eat enough calories from whole foods to recover, repair, and rebuild ● 

Walk, stretch, breathe daily  

Law 4: Adapt, Don’t Stagnate  

● Find pain-free variations  

● Adjust training volume and intensity  

● Keep moving forward—never stop  

Law 5: Dangerous Longevity  

● Train for performance, not just prevention  

● Set goals that challenge you  

● Stay capable: lift, sprint, roll, fight, play  

Remember: You’re not past your prime. The game has changed. Train for Strengthspan. 

 



What’s Next?  
You’ve just read the 5 Laws of Strengthspan. Now it’s time to put them into action.  

If you’re ready to:  
✅ Train with purpose in your 40s, 50s, 60s, and beyond  
✅ Build strength that lasts while staying dangerous  
✅ Join a community of like-minded lifters and fighters who refuse to fade quietly 

Then the next step is simple:  

Join my Strength & Health Coaching Club  
●​ Weekly programming designed for long-term strength and performance  
●​ Direct coaching guidance from me  
●​ Access to private content and training resources not shared anywhere else  

Stay connected:  
Subscribe to my Substack: https://strengthandhealth.substack.com/  
Follow on Instagram/YouTube: @sshetlerfitness / https://www.youtube.com/scottshetler 
Website/Coaching Info: https://www.eptsgym.com/  

Remember: You’re not past your prime. The game has changed. Train for Strengthspan. 


